4

race christian schoo

Transportation
Handbook

2026-2027

Grace Christian School is located at;
2601 Jefferson Davis Highway

Sanford, NC 27332

Office Phone: 919.774.4415 FAX: 919.718.6777

Email: GCS-admin@gracechristiansanford.com

Web: www.gracechristiansanford.com



mailto:stuartshumway@gracechristiansanford.com
http://www.gracechristiansanford.com

Administrative Prerogative

The intent of this handbook is to outline the policies and guidelines that apply to students and parents. The
administration of Grace Christian School reserves the right to exercise its administrative prerogative in responding to
any situation. Responses may include, but are not limited to parent conference, transportation suspension and/or

expulsion, school suspension and/or expulsion, drug testing and required counseling.

Amendments or Changes

Grace Christian School reserves the right to amend, revise, supplement, delete, alter or rescind any policies or portion
of the handbook from time to time as it deems appropriate, in its sole and absolute discretion. Parents will be notified
of such changes to the handbook as they occur. Parents agree to accept and abide by any such subsequent additions,

changes, modifications or deletions.
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Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
so that you may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God,

even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2 NIV

Transportation Introduction

Thank you for the opportunity to partner with you in the education of your children. GCS is excited to offer a
transportation service to families in the Moore, Harnett, Chatham & Wake County areas. All students
enrolled in GCS must have a current Transportation Registration form on file with the GCS Transportation
Manager. Students registered for GCS transportation will be billed via FACTS according to the payment plan

chosen at the time of enrollment if seating is available.

Transportation Stops and Schedules

The Grace Christian School Transportation Manager along with the Head of School, will designate school
transportation routes and stops for each school year. Routes and stops are subject to change if the minimum

number of students required for a stop is not met.

Many of our transportation stops are located at private businesses, churches and local parks. Students must
abide by all rules and regulations of the location of the transportation stop. Grace Christian School rules must
always be followed at transportation stop locations. Students and parents are expected to conduct themselves

appropriately at all GCS transportation locations.

Timely arrivals and pickups are critical for the safety and security of each student. Each assigned and eligible
child should arrive at the assigned shuttle stop 5-10 minutes before the assigned morning stop time and must

be picked up promptly at the afternoon stop time. Arrival times may vary slightly as students are added to or

removed from transportation routes. Changed times will be communicated by the GCS Transportation

Manager.

Parent Responsibilities

e Parents/guardians are responsible for making sure their children get to and from the designated stop

safely and timely.

e Parents/guardians are responsible for providing supervision that is appropriate for students at the

transportation stop.

e Parents/guardians shall know the GCS transportation vehicle rules and review them with their

children.

e Parents/guardians are responsible for arranging for a responsible individual (18 years or older) to be

present at the morning and afternoon stops to receive their children off the GCS transportation
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vehicle. Students should not be left unattended, and a driver will not leave a student at a

transportation stop if an approved guardian is not present.

For the safety of our students, anyone dropping off a student at a bus stop must follow NC general
statute 20-217, and not move their vehicle when a bus is stopped for the purpose of receiving or

discharging passengers.

Vehicles will not be allowed to remain at the transportation stop during school hours (except Carolina
Lakes Clubhouse).

Timely arrivals and pickups are critical for the safety and security of each student. Consistent late
morning arrivals and afternoon pickup of the student may result in a loss of the privilege to utilize

transportation services for the school year.

GCS Transportation Safety and Conduct

GCS knows you share our concern for the safety of every student who rides a GCS transportation vehicle.

We thank you for impressing upon your child that it is absolutely necessary to follow the rules and to obey

the driver. It is very important that you review these rules and responsibilities, as well as those included in
the Student Handbook, with your child.

Duties and Responsibilities of Students on GCS Transportation

Conduct of Students

e Obey the driver promptly concerning conduct on the GCS transportation vehicle.

e Observe classroom conduct, except for ordinary conversation with students in the same seat, while
getting on or off and while riding on the GCS transportation vehicle.

e Be at the place designated both morning and afternoon, ready to board the GCS transportation vehicle
prior to the time shown on the posted schedule. To maintain the route schedule, drivers cannot wait
for late students.

e Help keep the GCS transportation vehicle clean, sanitary and orderly and do not damage or abuse the
cushions or other school equipment. Students will be required to pay for damages. For the child’s
safety, eating is not permitted on GCS transportation vehicles.

e In case of emergency, ask the driver to stop.

e Profanity is not allowed.

e Students are not permitted to use recording devices or cameras.

e Students must remain seated at all times while the vehicle is moving.
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e Male and female students are not allowed to sit in the same seat unless the students are siblings.

e Students must remain in dress code as explained in the Student & Parent Handbook at all times while

on GCS transportation.
Bullying

GCS will not tolerate the mistreatment or abuse of one student by another student. In addition, our
organization will not tolerate any behavior that is classified under the definition of bullying, and to the extent
that such actions are disruptive, steps will be taken to eliminate such behavior. Bullying is a pattern of
behavior that is intentional, is repeated over time, and involves an imbalance of power or strength intended to

cause distress in one or more students. Bullying can take on various forms, including:

e Physical bullying - when one person engages in physical force against another person, such as hitting,
punching, pushing, kicking, pinching, or restraining another.

e Verbal bullying - when someone uses their words to hurt another, such as by belittling or calling other
hurtful names.

e Nonverbal or Relational bullying - when one person manipulates a relationship or desired relationship
to harm another person. This includes social exclusion, friendship manipulation, or gossip. This type

of bullying also includes intimidating another person by using gestures.

e Sexualized bullying - when bullying involves behaviors that are sexual in nature. Examples of
sexualized bullying include bullying that involves exposure of private body parts, and verbal bullying

involving sexualized language or innuendos.

Safety Rules
e Stay off the roadway while waiting for the GCS transportation vehicle.

e Wait until the GCS transportation vehicle has come to a complete stop before attempting to get on or
off.

e Leave the vehicle only with the consent of the driver.

e Do not lean out of windows. Keep all body parts inside the vehicle at all times.

Discipline
Introduction

Discipline involves training a child so that he/she can take moral responsibility for his own choices.
Discipline is sometimes required as a consequence for making poor choices. However, our emphasis is on
positive instruction and practice in proper behavior. GCS wants children to be guided by love of virtue, not

fear of reproof. The goal of GCS is having each student accept Jesus Christ as his/her Lord and Savior and
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surrender to His Lordship; at that point, the child can learn to “walk in the Spirit,” and the child’s

relationship with God becomes his/her moral compass.

Philosophy of Discipline

Hebrews 13:17 makes it clear that it is profitable for children to “obey those that have rule over them.” Jesus
says that we are His friends if we obey Him (John 15:14). Obedience is responding with the right attitude,
immediately and completely. The goal of all corrective action is the restoration of the student’s
right-standing with a peer, an authority and/or the Lord. We know that all children struggle with self-will;

that is man’s/woman’s condition.

Please see the 2026-2027 Parent/ Student Handbook for the full outline of discipline scriptures.

School Dismissal/Inclement Weather Policy

On days of snowfall or other hazardous weather conditions, please know the safety of our students is our

utmost concern.

e In the event of school and/or transportation cancellations, we will send a voice/text and/or email

communication.

e In addition, we post “Grace Christian School-Sanford” closings/delays/etc. on WRAL Channel 5 &
WTVD Channel.

e School closures will result in either online learning or the cancellation of all academic programming.

e Grace Christian School reserves the right to cancel or delay GCS transportation in the event of

inclement weather conditions.
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